Preface

Traditionally, the National Research Council's Board on Atmospheric Sci-
ences and Climate (BASC) and Space Studies Board (SSB) examine research
strategies within their areas of science. In that respect this report is unusual. It
looks, instead, at the health of a scientific discipline as it is affected by adminis-
trative, managerial, and funding decisions. The study originated from a percep-
tion shared by many space scientists that, although overall funding was greater
than in previous years, individual researchers seemed to be having greater diffi-
culty in obtaining support for their work. This report is the result of an investi-
gation into that perception and the program structures within which much of
U.S. space physics research is conducted.

The authors of this report are listed in the preceding committee membership
rosters. Their aspirations were to help federal science managers, and those with-
in their own ranks who help make and implement science policy, by analyzing
governmental support of space physics research. The conclusions and recom-
mendations from this study are guideposts for identifying and solving significant
problems that thwart cost efficiency in the management of one corner of science.
However, as the committee members soon discovered, the subject and results of
this study apply to many other areas of science as well. This report should be of
interest to everyone engaged in research or in the funding and organizing of
research.

The two authoring committees, the BASC Committee on Solar-Terrestrial
Research (CSTR) and the SSB Committee on Solar and Space Physics, meet
jointly as a federated committee representing the subdisciplines of solar physics,
heliospheric physics, cosmic rays, magnetospheric physics, ionospheric physics,